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No.1 Squadron based at Florennes 
and operating the F-16 Fighting 
Falcon is the oldest squadron of 

the Belgian Air Force. The history of the 
unit began during the First World War, 
when the squadron was established as an 

air defence squadron of the Belgian Army. 
The unit, with the Latin motto Nemo me 
impune lacessit (‘No one provokes me with 
impunity’) and the prickly thistle as its 
emblem, celebrated its 100th anniversary 
this year. An F-16 was specially painted in 

an eye-catching black-and-yellow scheme 
to commemorate the Squadron’s milestone. 
French designer Didier Wolff, responsible 
for designing a number of beautiful Mirage 
and Rafale paint schemes for the French Air 
Force, was asked to design the special colour 
scheme for No.1 Squadron, and aircraft 
number FA-132 was made available for the 
project. The aircraft went to Charleroi for 
painting and was eventually presented on 
11 May 2017. The aircraft is painted in the 

Tactical Weapons Meet 2017

The French joined the Belgians with a specially painted fighter, this one a Mirage 2000C
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Hellenic Air Force F-4E Phantom II over Florennes

A 1.elt MiG-29 from Poland taking off for a TWM2017 mission
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RAF Hawk T1 XX285 wore commemorative No.100 Squadron anniversary 
markings in addition to the distinctive skull and crossbones on the tail

An Italian Air Force Eurofighter with Polish MiG-29s on the tarmac at Florennes
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black and yellow colours of the Squadron, 
and bears the Scottish thistle in grey tones 
on its tail.

During the next month, between 5 
and 16 June 2017, Florennes and No.1 
Squadron hosted the Tactical Weapons 
Meet 2017 (TWM2017), a European 
joint training exercise. A media day at 
Florennes was organised around the exercise 
to celebrate the 100th anniversary of 
No.1 Squadron and coincide with the 
culmination of the Tactical Weapons Meet. 
In addition to the exercise participants, a 
number of other foreign aircraft were also 
flown to Florennes. 

The Tactical Weapons Meet
The Tactical Weapons Meet 2017 is a very 
serious exercise for the participating pilots. 
The Belgian hosts participated with four 
F-16s, two from 2 Wing at Florennes and 
two from 10 Wing at Kleine-Brogel. The 
Royal Air Force took part with two glossy-
black Hawk T1s from RAF Leeming, where 
they fly as aggressors with No.100 Squadron. 
The Italians sent two EF2000 Eurofighters 
from 4° Stormo, based at Grosseto. The 
Spaniards also participated with Eurofighters 
sending three from Seville/Morón where 
they are assigned to Ala 11. Poland brought 
three MiG-29s  from 1 Eskadra Lotnictwa 
Taktycznego (1.elt) at Minsk-Mazowiecki. 
The final participant, Greece flew with two 
F-4E Phantom IIs from Andravída, where 
they are assigned to 117 Combat Wing. The 
Phantom was the oldest participant at the 
TWM2017 exercise. At the beginning and 
end of the exercise, several transport aircraft 
arrived to support the participants on their 
journeys to and from Florennes.

The Tactical Weapons Meet is a 
relatively small scale exercise, aimed at the 
training of young pilots at section leader 
level (Level II/III, see the Pilot ratings 
below). For the latest fighter pilots of the 
Belgian Air Force and its partners, the 
TWM is an ideal way to qualify these 
pilots to Level III. The training focuses 
on two-ship leadership in which the pilot 
will act as flight leader of the formation. 
During the training, the pilots will also 
learn in an international context what the 
capabilities and limitations of each other’s 
aircraft are. In addition to the qualifications, 
many young pilots will also train for the 
first time in NATO cooperation. For most 
pilots, the TWM is the first training where 
they fly against dissimilar aircraft types, 

the participating aircraft therefore always 
leaving in pairs during their missions. The 
different two-ship formations then meet 
each other in air-to-air engagements. 

Apart from air combat training, the 
formations are also used to simulate attacks 
on ground targets. Building leadership 
skills during these scenarios is the main 
objective here. In the past, this kind of 
training for young pilots was mostly 
completed within their own squadrons. 
However, training opportunities such 
as the TWM2017 are intended to be 
continued in the future, because training 
in this environment of multinational 
collaboration is very effective for young 
NATO pilots. While No.1 Squadron 
organised and hosted the exercise this year, 
the intention is for other NATO squadrons 
and bases to host the exercise next year 
and beyond.

The Belgian organisers hope that this 
dedicated exercise for the younger pilots will 
get a follow-up for next year, “as there is a 
need for these kinds of exercises, to prepare 
the younger pilots for the larger exercises as 
Frisian Flag or Red Flag.”

Pilot ratings
When pilots participate in exercises like 
the TWM2017, it is important to ascertain 
how far the participants are with their skill 
levels. There are a total of five qualification 

levels for operational pilots, which indicate 
their skills. 

A pilot starts operational flying after his 
basic training as a Level I pilot. This means 
he or she can fly the fighter and knows the 
basic procedures, but has not yet undergone 
any tactical training. At Level II, the pilot is 
combat ready and can fly as wingman on a 
mission, having completed the full Mission 
Qualification Training Syllabus. A Level III 
qualified pilot is able to take leadership in a 
scenario for the first time, acting as a Flight 
Lead for a two-ship flight. Training for Level 
III focuses primarily on leadership, involving 
pilots in briefings and de-briefings. 

The next step is Level IV, where a 
qualified pilot is able to lead a four-ship 
formation. Level IV is more extensive 
than Level III, but the pilot is still not yet 
a Mission Commander. An intermediate 
level is Level IVi, which is closest to a flight 
instructor on an aircraft type. A Level IVi 
pilot can also train other pilots in addition 
to leading a four-ship. The highest level is 
Level V, which is a highly experienced and 
fully qualified fighter pilot. In the United 
States, a Level V in the Navy would be 
referred to as a ‘Top Gun’ graduate, and 
in Europe, could be referred to as a Fighter 
Weapon Instructor Course qualified pilot.

Text and photos: Alex van  
Noije & Joris van Boven

A Spanish Eurofighter taking off from Florennes



The annual NATO Tiger Meet (NTM) 
is among the exercises in Europe 
that is most widely visited by air 

enthusiasts from all over the world, eager to 
record the various kinds of aircraft adorned 
with ever more elaborate tiger-themed paint 
schemes. The 2017 Tiger Meet from 5 to 
16 June was organised by the French Navy, 
specifically by 11 Flottille based at Naval Air 
Base Landivisiau in Brittany. 

Tiger Meet is an exercise that also 
includes a social character in addition to 
joint training, and therefore there has  always 
been a traditional ‘spotter day’ organised 
during the exercise. However, the French 
Navy decided this year to facilitate two 
different spotter days, the first taking place 
on 8 June and the second on 14 June. Both 
days saw over 500 enthusiasts allowed to 
enter the airbase to photograph  participants 
of the exercise. Every participating unit sent 
at least one aircraft painted in a tiger-related 
scheme, with the theme this year being the 

The Tiger Meet 2017

NATO’s ‘Tiger’ units at Landivisiau
‘Atlantic Tiger,’ a symbol of host 11 Flottille, 
which also celebrated its 50th anniversary 
during NTM 2017. The unit flew six Rafale 
M carrier fighters during the exercises, with 
one example painted in with striking black-
and-white tiger stripes (lead photograph).

In addition to the bonhomie and esprit 
de corps fostered among NATO’s ‘tiger 
units’ by the annual NTM, the meet also 
involves serious COMAO (COmbined 
Military Air Operations) training. The 
meet this year was attended by eleven 
NATO and partner member states, with 
53 aircraft, 15 helicopters, along with 
800 pilots and technicians participating. 
During the two-week exercise more than 
800 missions were flown, involving a total 
of over 1,200 flying hours. Large-scale 
exercises of this format are not common 
in Europe despite the fact that they are 
very important in an environment that 
almost always has fighters operating in a 
multi-national context (for example, the 

air campaign against ISIS over Syria and 
Iraq). In order to perform these types of 
operations, realistic training with partner 
air forces remains necessary. For fighter 
pilots, it is important to plan, execute and 
evaluate complex flight assignments. The 
assignments distributed to the individual 
groups are eventually brought together in 
a complex scenario in which everyone has a 
specified role. The fighters participating in 
the Tiger Meet essentially practiced aspects 
such as air defence, escort and strike, while 
the similarly-painted helicopters mainly 
trained for Special Forces operations and 
personnel recovery.

The field of participants of the NATO 
Tiger Meet was very varied, with eight 
countries participating in the COMAO 
exercise. In addition to the French Navy, the 
French participation also included seven Air 
Force Rafales from Mont-de-Marsan along 
with four Army Aviation Gazelles from 
Etain-Rouvres. The Swiss Air Force sent 
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five F/A-18 Hornets from Meiringen, the 
Austrians deputed three Saab 105Ö trainers 
from Linz-Horsching, the Italians were 
represented by four Eurofighters from Gioia 
del Colle and two AB-212ICO helicopters 
from Grazzanise, the Belgians participated 
with five F-16s from 31 Squadron at Kleine-

Brogel, and the Royal Netherlands Air Force 
sent eight F-16s from 313 Squadron at 
Volkel. The final fast jet participant was the 
Czech Air Force, with four JAS-39 Gripens 
from Cáslav. The British sent a RAF Puma 
HC2 from RAF Benson, and a Navy Sea 
King ASaC Mk.7 AEW from the Navy. A 

French Navy E-2C Hawkeye and two Army 
EC665 HAP Tigre helicopters also flew 
along during some scenarios. Poland and 
Greece sent only observers to this edition, 
while the entire exercise was coordinated by 
a NATO E-3 Sentry out of Geilenkirchen 
in Germany.

The Czech ‘Tiger’ Gripen
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Traditionally, the annual Tiger Meet is 
also a social event. During the Tiger Meet, 
a number of prizes are awarded in different 
categories. 

As is now standard, NTM 2017 
concluded with a NATO Tiger Association 
award ceremony for various achievements 

during the meet. The first trophy, awarded 
to the unit with the best results during the 
COMAO, was won by the Belgian Air 
Force’s 31 Squadron. The award for “the 
most beautifully painted aircraft” was won 
by the hosts, 11 Flottille of the French Navy, 
while award for the best uniform was claimed 

once again by the Belgians. The sports trophy 
for the ‘Tiger Games’ this year was awarded 
to EC01.030 of the French Air Force, while 
prize for the best skit went to the RAF’s 
No.230 Squadron. The Silver Tiger Trophy, 
for best all-round performance at NTM 2017 
went to No.31 Squadron of Belgium.
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Text: Alex van Noije & Joris van Boven
Photos: Alex van Noije

Belgian F-16AM with NTM paint scheme

Italian AB212 in special tiger-themed colours

Specially marked French Air Force Rafales
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