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Danish Merlin in 
Mission Clemenceau
A MERLIN Mk512 of the 
Flyvevåbnet’s (Royal Danish 
Air Force’s) Eskadrille 722 
at Flyvestation Karup has 
taken part in the French 
Navy’s Task Force 473/
Mission Clemenceau, 
involving the aircraft 
carrier Charles de Gaulle 
and other warships in 
the Mediterranean. The 
helicopter was embarked 
on board the Danish 
Navy frigate Niels Juel 

and also completed a 
first carrier landing for the 
type in Danish service 
when it operated from 
the French flagship. 

The Merlin also provided 
search and rescue 
overwatch for French 
Navy Rafale operations in 
the ‘Pedro’ plane guard 
role. A first such mission 
was flown on March 26, 
using the callsign ‘Merlin 
33’. Other roles included 
maritime reconnaissance 
and logistics flights. 
In addition, prior to its 
deployment on Task Force 
47, the squadron trained for 
transport of slung loads.

Left: Eskadrille 722 Merlin 
Mk512 serial M-520 takes 
part in deck operations from 
the French carrier ‘Charles 
de Gaulle’ in March. Joris van 
Boven and Alex van Noye

Anniversary Fennec 
for EH 5/67 ‘Alpilles’
AN AS555AN Fennec from 
Escadron d’Hélicoptères 
(EH) 5/67 ‘Alpilles’ has 
received special markings to 
commemorate 30 years of 
service with the Armée de 
l’Air (French Air Force). The 
livery for serial 5445 ‘VQ’ was 
jointly designed and prepared 
by technicians from EH 5/67 
and Escadron de Soutien 
Technique Aéronautique (ESTA, 
Aeronautical Technical Support 
Squadron) 2E.005 ‘Baronnies’. 

The scheme represents 
the tasks of the Brigade 
Aérienne d’Appui et de 
Projection (BAAP), the air 
force’s air support and 
projection brigade. The port 
side depicts a gladiator’s 

trident, part of the symbol 
of the Commandement 
la Défense Aérienne et 
les Opérations Aériennes 
(CDAOA, Air Defence and Air 
Operations Command), and 
symbolises internal search 
and rescue activities and 
aerial policing. The starboard 
side is dedicated to foreign 
operations and comprises 
a stylised fennec’s head 
and a Heckler & Koch rifle 
plus a 20mm cannon.

The aircraft took part in 
the Meeting de l’Air at Base 
Aérienne 115 Orange-Caritat 
on May 25-26. An official 
celebration of the Fennec’s 
anniversary is expected in 
mid-October. Marco Rossi Marco Rossi

NATO Tigers in Mont-de-Marsan

Peter R Foster
NATO TIGER squadrons 
from across the alliance 
congregated at Base 
Aérienne 118 Mont-de-
Marsan in France from 
May 12 to 24 for the annual 

joint NATO Tiger Meet 
(NTM) exercise, hosted 
by the resident Escadron 
de Chasse (EC) 3/30 
‘Lorraine’. Among the jets 
present was this unit’s 

Rafale C 142 ‘30-GU’. 
Its recently applied tail 

markings celebrate ten 
years of operations by 
Escadron de Soutien 
Technique Aéronautique 

(ESTA, Aeronautical 
Technical Support 
Squadron) 15/30 
‘Chalosse’, the largest 
constituent unit of the 
30e Escadre. With its 

630 personnel, ESTA 
15/30 oversees servicing, 
maintenance and repair 
for all aircraft stationed 
at Mont-de-Marsan, 
including the Rafales. 
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Hellenic Navy 
receives first 
upgraded 
P-3B
THE ELLINIKO Polemiko 
Naftiko (Hellenic Navy) 
received a first refurbished 
P-3B maritime patrol 
aircraft when serial 152744 
(c/n 5184, FMS 152744) 
was handed over at 
Hellenic Aerospace Industry 
(HAI) facilities at Tanagra on 
May 17. The ceremony was 
hosted by representatives 
from the Hellenic Navy, 
Lockheed Martin and HAI.

The aircraft has been 
returned to service in 
the so-called ‘interim 
solution’ as a first stage in 
the mid-life upgrade and 
modernisation programme 
for the Hellenic Navy’s 
P-3B fleet. It’s expected 
to be the first of five 
aircraft brought up to 
full P-3HN standard. 

The single Orion was 
reactivated under a 
government-to-government 
agreement between the 
US and Greece announced 
in 2015. The deal also 
includes modernisation of 
four further Hellenic Navy 
P-3Bs through the Mid-Life 
Upgrade (MLU) programme.

Modernisation officially 
began in July 2016 and 
serial 152744 returned 
to the air after depot 
maintenance at Tanagra 
on May 8 this year. 

The Greek government 
hopes the upgrade will give 
the fleet at least a further 
20 years of service. The 
total cost of the programme 
is estimated at €500m.

The newly refurbished 
aircraft will serve with 
the Mira Aeroporias 
Naftikou (MAN, Naval 
Aircraft Squadron), part 
of the Diikissi Aeroporias 
Naftikou (DAN, Naval 
Air Command) that was 
established at Elefsis on 
January 23 last year.

KDC-10 celebrates 334 Squadron’s 75th anniversary
KDC-10 T-235 of the 
Koninklijke Luchtmacht 
(Royal Netherlands Air 
Force, RNLAF) has 
received special tail 
markings to celebrate the 
75th anniversary of 334 
Squadron. The tanker/
transport made a first 
flight in its new look from 
its Eindhoven home base 

on May 23. The artwork 
comprises a stylised white 
horse with the Dutch 
national colours of red, 
white, blue and orange 
in its mane. The scheme 
is based on the unit’s 
Pegasus insignia and its 
‘White Horse’ callsign. 

The predecessor of 334 
Squadron was formed 

in the UK in 1944 as the 
Luchttransport Dienst (Air 
Transport Service), under 
the command of the British 
RAF. After World War Two, 
it was reconfigured as 334 
Transport Squadron. It 
currently flies two KDC-10s 
and a single Gulfstream IV 
for VIP flights. The KDC-
10s will be replaced in 

future by A330 Multi-Role 
Tanker Transports (MRTTs). 
In December, serial T-264 
is set to be the first KDC-
10 to retire, while T-235 
will continue flying until 
the A330 MRTT is fully 
operational. Joris van 
Boven and Alex van Noye

New Sécurité Civile Q400MRs near completion
THE FRENCH Sécurité Civile 
is preparing to receive the 
first of six new Bombardier 
Q400-MR FireGuards that 
will be added to its fleet 
of two 18-year-old Q400-
MR firefighting aircraft 
delivered in 2005.

First of the new batch is 
c/n 4577, test registered as 
C-FXFK. It will be assigned 
serial 75 once in service. 
Following a first flight with 
Bombardier on February 
22 last year and initial flight 
tests, it was handed over to 
Conair for mission conversion 
in April 2018. Soon after it 
was sent to Flying Colours 

at St Louis for installation of 
the multi-mission interior. It 
recently returned to Conair 
at Abbotsford for tanker 
modifications and is expected 
to enter service shortly.

The second aircraft is c/n 
4597, F-ZBMI, serial 76. It 
made its test flight on May 
18 this year as C-GFKW. It 
features brand new red and 
yellow Sécurité Civile livery 
instead of the red and black 
markings of the original 
two aircraft. It will be soon 
be handed over to Conair 
for mission conversion.

The Conair Group placed 
an order for six Q400-MRs 

with Bombardier in January 
last year. As prime contractor, 
Conair will carry out mission 
conversion after the aircraft are 
delivered from Bombardier’s 
Downsview plant in Toronto. 
This will include addition 
of a large conformal mid-
fuselage pannier containing 
an enhanced version 
of Conair’s proprietary 
Retardant Delivery System.

In passenger configuration, 
the interior will accommodate 
up to 64 passengers. The 
full air freighter will transport 
up to nine tons of cargo 
while the medical evacuation 
variant will support up to 

six stretchers, associated 
medical equipment and a 
clinical team. The combined 
passenger/cargo interior will 
carry up to 19 passengers 
along with freight. The Q400-
MR can be converted from 
FireGuard configuration to 
full cargo in just a few hours.

The six new Q400-MRs will 
compensate for the pending 
retirement of the Sécurité 
Civile’s fleet of nine Conair 
Turbo Firecats from the 
end of this year, with final 
withdrawal to be completed 
by 2022. Andrew H Cline

New colours for 
Jandarma ATAK
THE FIFTH T129B ATAK 
helicopter delivered to the 
Turkish Jandarma Havacilik 
Komutanliği (Gendarmerie 
Aviation Command) is the 
first to receive this overall 
olive drab scheme, which will 
also be adopted by Turkish 
Army Aviation examples. 
Serial J1526 carries the 
individual name Kanuni, 
after an Ottoman sultan. It 

was photographed during 
its first flight from Ankara-
Güvercinlik, the primary 
base of the Gendarmerie 
Aviation Command, following 
its acceptance by the 
service. The rotorcraft will 
subsequently be home-based 
at Diyarbakır. The Jandarma 
ordered 18 T129Bs in 2017 
and received a first example 
in February last year.

Below: Serial 76, c/n 4597, is the second new Q400-MR for the Sécurité Civile. Andrew H Cline

Onur Kurç and Tayfun Yaşar
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