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FWIT / TWIC 2019
The third-and final-phase of the 

‘Fighter Weapons Instructor 
Training’ (FWIT) took place 

at Leeuwarden airbase during 21-31 
October 2019. In this concluding ‘Mission 
Employment’ (ME) phase, all lessons 
learned from the previous seven months 
were put into practice. In the spring, this 
exercise started at Leeuwarden airbase with 
Dutch, Belgian and Portuguese pilots of the 
European Participating Air Forces (EPAF) 
in their F-16s, where the pilots are trained 
as weapons instructors. The FWIT course 
was organised by the Dutch Air Force’s 322 
TACTESS Squadron.

With the participation of German 
Typhoons, American F-15s and American 
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F-35s, FWIT pilots have practiced various 
forms of air combat along with Typhoons 
and F-15s as opponents and with the 
F-35s as supporting aircraft. “The FWIT 
is an excellent opportunity to integrate 4th 
generation combat aircraft such as the F-15 
and the F-16 with the latest 5th generation 
such as the F-35”. The F-35 has very 
advanced sensors and cameras making this 
aircraft the eyes and ears of a mixed group 
of combat aircraft.

After the summer break, attention 
was focused on air-ground warfare, with 
various practice bombs being dropped on 
the nearby Vliehors range on the island 
of Vlieland. German Tornados were used 

to disable enemy air defence systems in 
‘Suppression Enemy Air Defence’ (SEAD) 
tactics.

In the final phase (ME), the pilots 
were examined for their theoretical and 
practical knowledge and the ones who 
successfully completed the task marked as 
‘weapons instructors’, pinning a blue badge 
in their uniforms. 5 Dutch, 3 Belgian and 
2 Portuguese pilots participated in the 
FWIT 2019.

The ‘Fighter Weapons Instructor’ is the 
theoretical and practical knowledge holder 
in a squadron. Current weapon instructors 
have the knowledge to optimally deploy 
the F-16 in coordination with other types 
of fighter aircraft from NATO partners, 
but also with other weapon systems such 
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as the E-3 AWACS, anti-aircraft systems, 
electronic reconnaissance aircraft like the  
RC -135 RivetJoint and J-STARS along 
with transport aircraft such as the C-130 
Hercules. These weapons instructors are 
appropriately called  ‘Masters of Integration’ 
because they have the capability to integrate 
all types of weapon systems into an effective 
combat force. 

At end of the seven months course, 
weapon instructors in the operational 
squadron begin working again to train 
young pilots alongside coaching experienced 
pilots as they progress towards leadership 
and supervision roles.

TWIC
The FWIT also provides training courses 
for transport aircraft called ‘Transport 
Weapons Instructor Course’ (TWIC) 
involving the C-130 Hercules pilots. For 
a few weeks, C-130 Hercules aircraft from 
the Netherlands and Belgium take part 
in the FWIT, in which complex missions 
are flown together with the F-16s, these 
missions generally focused on providing 
escort to the C-130 Hercules, even while the 

EPAF Fighter Weapons School
EPAF is a collaboration between initially 
the Netherlands, Belgium, Norway and 
Denmark while the Portuguese Air Force 
joined the association in 2001. The EPAF 
was set up to jointly train F-16 weapon 
instructors every two years. Over the 
years, the focus shifted from a technically 
oriented weapon instruction course for 
the F-16, to more broadly oriented 

transport aircraft completes its task. During 
this combined phase, a C-130 pilot can also 
perform the role of mission commander for 
the entire group of aircraft of the TWIC/
FWIT. Four Dutch and two Belgian future 
weapons instructors participated in this 
year’s TWIC

course for various weapon systems to 
transfer knowledge but also to impart 
leadership qualities during complex air 
operations.
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